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If you plan for
cars & traffic 

you get…



If you plan for
people and places,

you get…



Some numbers about cycling in Utrecht in general:
• Daily number of cyclists passing through downtown Utrecht: 125.000

• The highest number of cyclist measured on the busiest route: 37.000  (Even in the Netherlands a route 

that is been travelled by 5.000 cyclists per  day is qualified as ‘busy’)

• 11.000 cyclists per day to and from Leidsche Rijn, the newest suburb of the city (around 30.000 houses)

• Investments in cycling infrastructure and facility’s: roughly 186 million euro’s over the next period of 4 

years 

• Much more cost effective than increase the road network

• Societal benefits are in general 4 to 11 times higher than the costs in terms of health, reducing air-

and noise pollution, creating a livable city and reducing traffic congestions







In the 70’s we moved in Utrecht 
like in any other car oriented
city…



Platz: Neude…









So, what changed in Utrecht?



1. City development and
population growth..



1920 1940

1980 2000



2. EU regulations getting in the way





3. ..this made for some hard 
choices for the city on traffic 
and spacial planning…







..as a result people started
protesting more on the quality
of living in the city.





The great transformation starts:
- cutting back on cars



2010: the greens won the election:

A new traffic circulation plan, based on improving air quality

• No new innercity car road (spoorlaan)

• Cutting back on car accessibility by transforming artery roads to 
‘boulevards’ and introducing parking fees in more areas

• Intensifying public transport

• A new tramline

• And more cycling





1. Dedicated infrastructure







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNiIWq91RMI#t=58




2. Bicycle streets
(cars are guests)

















3. Removing obstacles and
traffic lights. 





4. Completing the network with
bridges and tunnels 















https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ckouvcV-XaY




4. Re-design with placemaking



Platz: Neude…







Complete redesign, more allure in the city

















5. Improving traffic lights





6. Improving bycicle parking















Utrecht cycling city:
Keeps on rock and rolling



2015: new cycling plan steps it up even further

• Based on a new democratic process: hundreds of participants gave input during city 
talks

• Healthy Urban Living as central theme: walking and cycling first

• Bicycle parking and enforcement

• Bicycle infrastructure and bicycle routes

• Traffic lights and traffic flow

• Constructions and detours

• Bike economy / bikenomics

• Bicycle safety and behavior







Why does Utrecht think cycling is so important?

• Utrecht = ‘Healthy Urban Living’. 

• Utrecht gives priority to cyclists and pedestrians

• The bicycle is clean, silent, economical

• We give the public space back to the user

• Cyclist represent value, health, liveability, spending

• Cycling in Utrecht is for 8-80 years

• Cycling provides social meeting

• Emancipation through cycling






